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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 6, 2023

To my friends at the Mental Health Association of Portland and all the attendees of the Law &
Mental Health Conference,

I want to thank you for gathering today to share resources on an issue near and dear to my heart:
mental health. Since 2000, Law & Mental Health Conference has exemplified what I call the
Oregon Way—bringing folks together from all walks of life to solve problems in our
communities. This event, dedicated to the intersection of law and mental health, brings together
law enforcement, health care providers, social workers, policy makers, care workers and more to
collaborate on positive solutions to address the conflict between law and mental illness.

Oregon is a national model for reimagining public safety and mental health care through the use
of mobile crisis teams. For more than 30 years, the White Bird Clinic in Eugene has run the
CAHOOTS program, which works with law enforcement to mobilize teams of health
professionals to de-escalate mental health distress calls and connect people in need to their next
step in care. This approach works. In 2019, out of the thousands of calls that CAHOOTS
received, less than 1 percent required police backup. The White Bird Clinic’s successful track
record inspired me as Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee to pass legislation to fund
these programs through Medicaid. That way, more communities could benefit from CAHOOTS-
style programs that take mental health care to the streets.

Staying true to our values, Oregon was the first state approved for this enhanced Medicaid
funding. Counties and programs across the state are now working with the state to access these
dollars so more Oregonians can get crisis care—Multnomah, Yamhill, Marion and Lane just to
name a few. I look forward to continuing to work with all of you to help Oregonians from all
walks of life move toward healthier, more stable lives.

Thank you and enjoy the conference.

Sincerely,

(2on LWL

Ron Wyden
United States Senator
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To the Participants of the Law and Mental Health Conference:
I regret that I could not join you today, but I'm glad to see this important conference taking place.

I have seen firsthand the disastrous effects of our nation’s longstanding approach to mental health
and the law, and to public safety more broadly. As a nurse, I saw and felt this crisis through my
patients. As a pastor, I saw and felt the effects of this crisis within my congregation. As an activist, I
saw and felt the effects of this crisis with every step we took toward justice.

Your work to end this misguided and failed approach to public safety is saving lives in communities
like St. Louis, and I cannot thank you enough for your advocacy.

When I came to Congress, I made sure to bring the Ferguson frontlines with me. In my first term, I
was proud to introduce the People’s Response Act — legislation that would transform our country's
public safety, including by investing in mental health resources for our communities. I'm so proud to
share that we are reintroducing this legislation later this month!

And since introducing the People’s Response Act, we've seen this affirmative vision of community
safety, a vision we have crafted in partnership with advocates like yourselves, start to be reflected in
more and more legislation. Building off of this progress, Reps. Adam Smith, Katie Porter and I led a
successful effort last year to secure $60 million in federal funding to support the creation and
expansion of alternative crisis response teams to address mental health and substance use issues.
That is the strength of our movement and the power of our organizing.

Together, we will shape a future that embraces genuine community safety based on a holistic public
health response to behavioral health crises. It is an honor to fight alongside you all in the Halls of
Congress.

Yours in service,
CORI BUSH
Member of Congress
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https://naswor.socialworkers.org/
https://form.jotform.com/231588680854166
https://www.mhacbo.org/en/
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/adam-smith-71218048/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/fire/emergency-medical-services/community-alternative-response-emergency-services-cares
https://www.cityofmadison.com/mayor
https://adamsmith.house.gov/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/satyarhodesconway/
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